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Librarian, Mr. A. Tilney Bassett; while Sir Henry Campbell
Bann&rman's, 1850-1923, given in 1925 by Lord Pentland, are the
advanced guard of the papers of the statesmen of the twentieth-cen-
tury. These archives of political papers are so large that the mere
storing,, not to speak of the arranging, binding and cataloguing of
them imposes a very considerable burden upon the Trustees; but of
their value (though the more modern are personal and not official
and include many trivial papers) no one can be in doubt.
Similar collections of British diplomats, governors and generals
abound. In 1896 General Rowland Hill's papers were bought from
a special grant by Parliament 5 they include many autograph despatches
and letters of Wellington written during the Peninsular War, and
in 1895-97, also by special Parliamentary grant, 103 volumes of
Nelson's papers were bought from Lord Bridport (for the Trafalgar
Memorandum and the Log of the factory see below). Those of
General Gordon, bequeathed by Miss M. A. Gordon in 1893, may
be mentioned; while the Museum shares with the India Office
Library the custody of most of the extant records of British rule in
India, possessing for example large collections of the papers of Wellesley
and Ripon, and, above all both in quantity and in importance, of
Warren Hastings.*6
A collection formed by a humbler individual, which nevertheless
is of high value, is that of Francis Place, 1771-1854, tailor and
reformer, whose papers (many being printed cuttings) illustrate the
passing of the Reform Bill and indeed the whole radical movement
of the period; they were presented by F. C. Miers in 1897.
Single documents and smaller groups have of course come in great
quantities, apart from these collections. Among them may be men*
tioned the signed original proclamation of ist August, 1745, offering
^30,000 for the capture of the Young Pretender; and two famous
Nelson documents which have been published, his memorandum to
his Captains of the tactics to be employed at Trafalj^r, the
official Log of the factory for the eventful period, igth September,
1805-15th January, 1806, and the original of the same, written by
Nelson with his left hand; these (Add. MSS. 37953, 39862 and
43504) were all gifts, the first from Benjamin Minors Woollan, in
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